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Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and 
know, aud seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there 
be any that executeth judgment, that seeketh the truth. Jeremiah v. i. 


semmechaaie 
ESTABLISHED CLERGY OF ENGLAND. 


Extracts from ** The Black Book; or, Corruption Unmasked.” 
[Continued from page 76.] 

‘‘ The Christian religion, in its purity, is the cheapest and 
least ostentatious religion that ever was promulgated; re- 
quiring no parade, altars, incense, sacrifice, nor expense of 
any kind.—These are the inventions of state, craft, avarice, 
and pride. The Church of England has rendered the whole 
a purely mechanical operation. All her service is written; 
no extempore preaching or praying; it requires no mind,— 
merely to be able to read or repeat: a child might perform 
the service for which individuals receive out of the pockets 
of the industrious, 10, 15, or 20,000 pounds per annum. 

‘To perform such a puerile and heartless ceremony, it 
can hardly excite surprise that the majority of the clergy 
conceive it unnecessary to reside on their benefices. Of the 
violation of the law in this respect, of the penalties they in- 
curred by this violation, and of the law passed to screen the 
delinquents by our virtuous and consistent representatives’ 
we are now going to speak. We have already mentioned 
the statute of Henry VIII. imposing penalties on parochial 
ministers absenting themselves for one month together from 
their benefices. | 

“The penalties of this act were repealed, and others sub- 
stituted in their place, by 43 Geo. III. c. 84 This Act 
provides, that every spiritual person possessed of any arch- 
deaconry, deanery, or other dignity, benefice, donative or 
perpetual curacy, &c. who shall (without some particular 
cause, specified in the statute of Henry VIII.) wilfully ab- 
sent himself therefrom for three months together; or, at se- 
veral times in any one year, and make his residence else- 


ee — at some other dignity, &c. whereof he is pos- 
ou. V. 
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sessed, shall, if such absence exceed three and be under six 
months, forfeit one-third of the annual value (clear of all 
eutgoings except any stipend paid to a curate) of such dig. 
nity wherefrom he shall so absent himself; if the absence 
exceed six months and be under eight, one half; if it exceed 
eight and be under twelve, two-thirds; and if it exceed 12 
months, three-fourths of such annual value; to be recovered 
by action of debt by any person suing for the same. 

«Such then was the law introduced by Sir William Scott, 
and solemnly enacted in the year 1803 by King, Lords, and 
Commons. In the year 1811, Mr. Wright commenced nearly 
200 different actions against the incumbents in the dioceses 
of London, Ely, and Norwich, to recover the penalties un- 
der the act of the 43d. This gentleman had been secretary 
to four right reverend bishops—the bishops of London, Nor- 
wich, Ely, and some other prelate—and of course had enjoy- 
¢d the most ample opportunities for procuring correct in- 
formation of the conduct of the clergy. ‘These opportunities 
appear not to have been thrown away on Mr. Wright. In 
a series of letters published in the JZorning Chronicle, be- 
twixt the 6th of Nov. 1813, and the 11th of March, 1814, 
he favoured the public with many curious disclosures which 
had come to his knowledge during the discharge of his of- 
ficial duties. 

“In his letter of Nov. 20th, he says that he has select- 
ed from well-authenticated documents, 10,801 benefices on 
which there are only 4,490 incumbents, ewen said to be resi- 
dent, so that there are 6,311 confessedly non-resident incum- 
dents ;* to supply whose places 1523 resident curates are em- 
ployed, which leaves 4788, which are acknowledged to have 
neither a resident curate nor incumbent. 

«© In one diocese, he says, one-third of the livings have had 
duty reduced from tqwice to once on a Sunday; and in an- 
ather diocese, one-third of the parsonage-houses were return- 





* Perhaps it is unnecessary to explain the difference betwixt 
Resident and Non-Resident Incumbents. The former are those 
who reside on their benefices, and at least perform some part 
ef the duty for which they are paid; the latter do not reside on 
their benefices at all, and receive pay without performing any 
duty-—they are clerical sinecurists, who perform the little duty 
tint ts performed by deputy. 
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ed in bad repair, as an excuse for non-residence. — Speaking 
of the false pretences made use of by the clergy, in order to 
avoid residing among their parishioners, and the scandalous 
lives they lead, he says, 

«< ¢ Now ill health of the incumbent himself, or his wife, 
or daughter, is a common pretext, when no other /egal cause 
can be found of avoiding residence. Of twenty-two licenses 
granted in one diocese for this reason, three only of the per- 
sons are in a state of health to warrant it, and the benefices 
from which they so absent themselves are very valuable. 
Whether the ministers whom I thus challenge as using false 
pretences deserve the imputation, will best appear by the 
mode of life they adopt. Some live in town during the 
winter; and although night air certainly cannot benefit a 
valetudinarian, they may be constantly seen at card parties, 
routs, or the theatre. In summer, enjoying the amusements 
of fashionable watering places; whilst, too often, their cu- 
rates, by the parsimonious stipend they afford them, are with 
a numerous family in a state of the greatest poverty. Others 
have beneficial schools in the neighbourhood of London.—~ 
Others are continually to be met with near their residence 
in more pleasant parts of the country, enjoying the sports of 
the field, or vigorously endeavouring to detect some poor country- 
man who may have an unfortunate inclination to taste game!— 
Others may be seen most days driving their own carriage! 
and all, to observeis, seem perfectly healthful; yet a certificate 
from a medical man is deposited with the bishop that they 
are not so; probably it is six or eight years before when 
there might have existed a degree of temporary ill health, 
but after the cause ceases the same plea is continued; and a 
license once granted, is renewed as a matter of course.’ 
Lett. VI. January 6th, 1814. 

“Very good, Mr. Wright. Thus we see how these rever- 
end gentlemen are employed; not in administering spiritual 
instruction to the ignorant, comfort to the afflicted, or cloth- 
ing to the naked. Oh! no—these are ignoble pursuits, the 
mere theory of the profession. They pretend sickness, in 
order to obtain a license for non-residence, that they may 
bawl at the card-table, frequent the playhouse, hunt, shoot, 
brandish the coachman’s whip, and bully at fashionable 
watering places. Remember, these jovial spirits are all fill- 
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ed with the Holy Ghost—empowered to forgive or not to 
forgive sins—have the cure of souls; that their poor curates 
are starving on a wretched stipend, and that, in the main. 
tenance of both, the industrious are robbed of the fruits of 
their labour, and the necessary comforts of their families 
wasted in the profligate and dissipated lives of their parochial 
ministers. 

““¢ The number of those (says Mr. Wright, Lett. IT.) 
who have neglected their duty in contempt of the law, and 
in direct violation of solemn oath and bond, are far more than 
can be contemplated without a considerable degree of alarm.’ 
One vicar obtained a license from a bishop for non-residence 
on one living, stating that he was going to reside near an- 
other in a different part of the kingdom. On inquiring for 
him at the place where he was supposed to reside, he was 
gone to a more fashionable part of the country. On another, 
to ‘encourage him,’ the great tithes were settled, worth near 
1200/.: when he was instituted fe took an oath to reside, 
which he afterwards neglected to observe. A Rector, hold- 
ing two valuable rectories worth 1200/. per annum, to ob- 
tain which he gave bond to the archbishop that he would 
constantly reside on one, and keep a resident curate on the 

other, himself preaching on the benefice where he did not 
reside thirteen sermons every year: this worthy son of the 
Church contrived to evade these conditions, and got a poor 
curate to do the work of both livings for 84/. a year. An- 
other Rector holding two livings, one worth 500/. the other 
400/.—he lived 200 miles off, and had neither resident nor 
licensed. curate. 

«On the subject of pluralism (parsons holding more than 
one living) and of non-residence together, the Secretary to 
four Bishops says, (Lett. V.) ‘In one diocese there are 
about 216 clergymen, who each hold two livings; 40 who 
hold three each; 13 who hold four each; 1 who holds five} 
1 who holds six; besides dignities and offices: and although 
many of these thus accounted single beuefices are two, three; 
four, or five parishes consolidated, yet a great part of these 
Pluralists do not reside in any of their preferments.’ In 
Lett. VII. he says, ‘I will prove that there are Pluralists 
holding more than seven benefices and dignities.’ 

“ These different statements of Mr. Wright are fully sup- 
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ported by the Diocesan Returns laid before the Privy Coun- 
eil, and ordered by the House of Commons to be printed. 
From these returns in the years 1809, 1810, and 1811, Mr. 
Bentham has inserted an abstract in his Church of England- 
ism. This abstract will show at once the state of Church 
discipline when the Diocesan Secretary was arrested in his 
attempt to bring the delinquents to justice. 

«“ According to Mr. Wright, ‘ Want or Unfitness of Par- 
tonage-house,’ is a common pretence for obtaining a license 
for non-residence. In Lett. If. he says, ‘ In one diocese, : 
one-third of the parsonage- houses are returned in bad repair.’ 
In 1811, more than one thousand, or about one-tenth of the 
whole number of parsonage-houses in the kingdom were re- 
turned, as an excuse for non-residence; or, in other words, 
to obtain a license to desert their parishes, and roam about 
the country in quest of more lively amusements than chris- 
tening, burying, and spiritually instructing their parishioners. 

“ Such then was the state of Church Discipline, as ex- 
hibited by official documents, and the averments of Mr. 
Wright, when that gentleman commenced his actions against 
the Clergy. We have stated, that the number of actions 
amounted to about 200; and had Mr. Wright been suffered 
to recover, the penalties would have amounted to 80,000/. 
‘l’o this sum he had an indisputable claim; a claim as sacred 
as any person can have to an estate devised by will, or on a 
mortgage, or any other legal security: his claim had been 
guaranteed to him by a solemn act of the Legislature. Nay 
more, this claim appeared to be rendered still more sacred, 
by Sir Wilham Scott being the author of the act of the 43d. 
Sir William, it is well known, is considered nearly infallible 
in matters relative to the Church, as his brother is in mat- 
ters relative to the State: he is the corner-stone of the Tem- 
ple, whom, if the Bishops have not filled with the Holy 
Ghost, have at least filled with the political piety of the 
Borough System; that is with that peculiar religion of the 
Church of England, which so perverts the intellectual vision, 
that it is impossible for those blinded by its influence, to see 
any vice in a system which loads individuals with wealth and 
a@ nation with misery. 

‘It is not of much consequence what were the motives 
of Mr, Wright for coming forward in this business. It ap- 
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pears he had been very basely treated by the Right Reéveg. 
end Bishops; and it was to indemnify himself for losses sus. 
tained in their service, that he endeavoured to recover the 
penalties to which the Clergy had become liable by the 
criminal connivance and neglect of the Bishops. In Lett. I, 
( Morning Chronicle, Nov. 13, 1813,) he says, ‘ At a Com. 
mittee of Bishops, after a deliberation of nearly two years, it 
was decided that each Bishop should give his Secretary an 
annual sum of money. I have received it from not one of 
them, except my late lamented patron, the Bishop of Lon- 
don.’ Commiseration may have been given, (Lett. VII.) 
but it was all I ever received from any one, and that would 
have been unnecessary, if the sums had been paid which were 
acknowledged to be my due.’—* T'wo Secretaries have, with- 
in the last ten years, fallen victims to depression of mind, 
arising from a want of sufficient income.’ 

‘« Most merciful Bishops! most christian Bishops! What, 
not pay your poor Secretaries their stipends! drive two of 
them to despair by your barbarous avarice! Surely you 
might have spared them odd hundreds, out of your 10, 15, 
or 20,000 pounds per annum. But you are right reverend 
fathers, you can lisp about charity, turn up your eyes, talk 
about treasures in heaven, but your treasures are all in this 
world; there your hearts are fixed upon translations, plural- 
isms, fat livings, and church patronage. 

‘These however are private anecdotes betwixt Mr. Wright 
and his right reverend employers. Let us speak to the pub- 
lic part of the question. It is clear, from what has been 
said, that Mr. Wright was in possession of valuable infor- 
mation; he had resided in the Sanctum Sanctorum of the 
Temple, and was intimately acquainted with the secret ma- 
nagement of the Holy Church. The Clergy were terribly 
alarmed at his disclosures: they resorted to every artifice to 
avert the storm, and save their pockets: clubs were formed 
among the higher orders of ecclesiastics: lies and calnmmies 
of every shape and description were vomited forth to black- 
en the character of Mr. Wright; he was stigmatized as an 
‘informer,’ who, availing himself of his official situation, was 
in part the cause of, and then the betrayer of their guilt. 
In short, he became exposed to the whole storm of priestly 
cunning, malignity, and fury. But facts are stubborn things; 
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and this gentleman had secured too firm an hold of his ob- 
ect to lose his grasp by the wiles and malice of the Church. 
"Their guilt was unquestionable; there was no chance of es- 
cape from the verdict of a jury; but that protection which 
it was in vain to expect from an English Court of Justice, 
they found in the great sanctuary of delinquency, an English 
House of Commons. 

«On the 17th Nov. 1813, Bragge Bathurst brought in a 
Bill ¢o stay all legal proceedings against the Clergy on account of 
she penalties they had incurred under the Act of the 43d. ‘Vhs 
Bill shortly after passed into a law, almost without opposi- 
tion. The Whigs were silent. Mr. Whitbread and Mr. Brand 
indeed said something about the absurdity of enacting laws 
one day, and abrogating them the next; of the injustice of 
tempting people by rewards, and after they had earned them, 
interfering to prevent their being granted. But this was all. 
These gentlemen agreed it was necessary to protect the Cler- 
gy; and, with the exception of Lord Folkstone, we do not 
find, in Hansard’s History of the Debates, a single indivi- 
dual who raised his voice against the principle of this nefas 
rious transaction. 

‘“« During the progress of the Bill, Mr. Wright presented 
several petitions in vindication of his claim to the penalties, 
and of his character and motives from the slanders of the 
Clergy. In his petition of the 21st April, (Parl. Deb. vol. 
xxvil. p. 462,) he declares, that the representations made 
by the Clergy of his having entrapped them, and nourished 
their offences, and of having kept back their licenses and 
notifications, are wholly without foundation: so far from 
which, the petitioner had, at great trouble and expense, pre- 
pared abstracts of the different statutes in force relative to 
residence and license, and caused them to be printed and 
distributed, gratis, among the Clergy, that they might not 
be ignorant of the penalties they were liable to by their 
practices. He also complains of clubs and associations form- 
ed among the Clergy; of their having commenced friendly 
actions against themselves; and of having consulted counsel, 
whether they could not avoid the penalties to which they 
were liable by a sham resignation of their benefices, and 
then retaking them: all which the petitioner said were in- 


tended to abridge him of the legal right ted in hi 
the Légialablone Se 
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“‘ After this petition the public heard nothing mere of 
Mr. Wright. The Parsons’ Indemnity Bill passed into a 
law, and the Church received a complete white-washing from 
the Srate for all its manifold sins and transgressions. 

« After the passing of the Restriction Act, Gagging 
Bills, Seditious Meeting Bills, and of the Habeas Corpus 
Suspension Bills, it can hardly excite surprise that a Bill 
passed to indemnify the Clergy. In the latter case, how- 
ever, there appears something more unprincipled and con- 
temptible than in the former unconstitutional measures. The 
law imposing the penalties which Mr. Wright attempted to 
recover had only been enacted in 1803: the professed object 
was to remedy the crying evil of non-residence; and to give 

ater encouragement to prosecutions, the Act provided 
that the whole of the penalties were to be given to the in- 
former. Only eight years elapse, an informer comes for- 
ward, relying on the faith of Parliament; prosecutions are 
commenced; when the Legislature interferes—in utter con- 
tempt of justice and consistency—belying its former profes- 
sions, violating its pledge, robbing an individual of his re- 
ward, and screens the delinquents which its own laws had 
made liable to punishment. Laws, it is clear, are not made 
to principles, but to men, and are only terrible to the weak, 
and not to the wicked.” 


‘canes o 
[From the Pilot, printed at New Haven, Con.] 
700,000 MINISTERS!!! 


Since Education Societies, and Bible Societies, and Mis- 
sionary Societies, with all their collaterals, are spreading like 
locusts and destroying every green thing, it is time for every 
real friend of humanity to be up and doing. If we are tor- 
‘pid and submissive,—if we fear the power of the mighty 
men who manage these societies, we are ruined. 

It is certain, that Christ might have spread his gospel at 
an instant in every land, and have caused the people of every 
nation, in every age, to be holy. He has not done it, and 
he has not authorized the proud prelates or rich statesmen 
of any couutry to correct his procedure, under the pretences 
that he has too long delayed his coming. ‘These societies 
have no call to this work,—and they are not composed of 
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such men as the Saviour has been in the habit of employing. 
On the contrary, they are of the very classes which opposed 
him in every form while he was on earth, and have opposed 
his cause in every age of the world. 

Rich and proud men are now, as in the days of Herod, 
devoted to worldly lusts and vanities, and opposed to a king- 
dom of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost ; 
and will remain so till they are truly converted. They will 
then cease to be officers or members of these great worldly 
societies, will part with some of their household gods and 
worldly goods, will feed the poor, will visit the afflicted and 
the prisoner, and thus make some amends for bad lives and 
examples. : 

If some of our richest men had chosen to build, at their 
own cost, a Bible palace in New York, and to resort thither 
annually for the purposes of good living and speech-making, 
and to raise funds from their own means, to sustain any course 
of exhibitions which they chose to establish, little would 
have been the harm of comparison; but these societies are 
made up on close calculations of what sums of money might 
be collected for their distributions from the wealth and po- 
verty, from the pride and humility, and from the sincerity 
and hypocrisy of the people. More, however, was expected 
from the last than from all the other sources, and the agents 
or managers had a clear and intuitive sense of the justice of 
such expectations. 

Now and then an individual might part with his 150 dol- 
lars or his JU dollars, for the vain and empty title of Direc- 
tor for life; but large funds were to be drawn in sums of 30 
dollars, from a class of pious women in each parish, to make 
their parson a member for life. It was well foreseen, that 
when the fashion was once established, there would be no 
resisting it. Of course 30 dollars have, in hundreds of in- 
stances, been drawn into this holy whirlpool, from parishes 
which were either unable or unwilling to support the gos- 
pel ordinances. Not only so, but in the reports of these 
societies, we find, that poor widows have contributed their 
last mite to this object, trusting that the Lord, who feeds 
the young ravens, would take care of them, if they took no 
care of themselves. Worse than all, poor boys at the schools 
who could be no judges of such great schemes, have had to 
30 
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seemed to suppose, that his spirited resistance would put to 
flight the assailants ~—and the last seemed to suppose, that 
if a given number of mintsters could be obtained, Satan and 
all his legions could be driven from the earth—neither of 
them appearing to know that certain things, not well under- 
stood by them, were to be fulfilled in due time, and that he, 
to whom was committed the fulfilment, could always have 
at his command more than twelve legions of angels. 

The education society, the Bible society, and the mis- 
sionary society have taken the place of the man who cut off 
the servant’s ear, and are striving to merit the reproof which 
he received. The character of this man might have been 
that of sincere piety, very unlike that of the majority of those 
civilians, whose names are published as officers or members 
of the above societies. Of the piety of the ecclesiastical mem- 
bers, it may be or may not be. ‘* Not every one who saith, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven.” If 
they are pious, it is unfortunate for the Church that they 
have fallen into such worldly company. 

Although the Bible, which is circulated without note or 
comment, declares throughout, that Christianity has no de- 
pendance on such men as the leaders of the above societies, 
and though the inheritance is decreed to the meek, the poor 
in spirit, to the humble and lowly, yet these lords of the 
land have, after great labour and expense, got possession of 
the visible Church, and, in connexion with the Duke of 
Sussex, Secretary Canning, and other nobwity and gentry 
abroad, are laying great plans for the conversion of the 
whole earth, just as if they had made and redeemed the 
world ! 

And alas! there is but rarely an editor of a paper who 
dares to publish a word about it. After the disaster on 
board the Etna, they dared to publish against the use of 
high-pressure engines. When a life is lost by the improvi- 
dent use of a gun, they caution against such accidents. If a 
‘child is burnt by reason of cotton clothing, or if a powder- 
mill is blown up, or a manufactory destroyed by spontaneous 
combustion, or a wild horse runs off with a carriage, here 
are fresh occasions for alarm and caution; but when the re- 
ligion of the country is invaded, and when it is infinitely 
more likely that we shall lose what little religion we have 
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than that we shall establish any among the heathen, few 
editors dare to notice the fact. Indeed, some of them have 
joined in the plot for the profits of their printing, or with 
the view of appearing to be religious without the trouble 
of being really so. 

If these editors would only publish, what is a fact, that 
the religion of these societies is a new w orldly religion, hav- 
ing the forms of christianity but none of its power, and 
would request all humble, sincere followers of the Lamb, to 
devote their money, their time, prayers and services, to the 
propagation of religion in their own neighbourhoods, they 
would render just service to society. 

The press, from end to end of our country, ought to be 
open and ardent against these societies, in order to save the 
honest earnings of the people from extortion. Very few give 
willingly, but they do it to avoid a clamor. Several in this 
town, who subseribed to the Auxiliary Bible Soctety, de- 
clared that they paid the money to get rid of the press-gang. 
Some give ignorantly, supposing or hoping that good may 
follow; but the greater part of those who give knowingly, 
do it on the great catholic principle of buying into heaven. 
A bank bill or a few pieces of coin become the representa- 
tives of those heavenly principles and practices which always 
characterize the true Christian—and as Dr. Griffin says, 
when speaking of his 700,000 ministers, we sleep. With 
him we agree that we ought to be wide awake, but our 
hours of vigilance ought to be directed against him and 
those societies, which now constitute the front ranks of the 
conspirators against a religion which began in povert:, is to 
live in poverty, and to thrive and be finally triumphant 
through humble means, directed and supported by the 
mighty power of its founder. 


For the Reformer. 


Perhaps there never was a time when religious infatua-- 
tion could boast of a more direct and imperative influence 
over the ignorance and weakness of human nature, than at 
the present day. It is to be regretted exceedingly, that 
even those whom nature has dignified with the most emi- 
nent abilities, should also suffer themselves to float quietly 
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along on the impure and contaminated waters of popular 
delusion. 

During the course of the last spring, I was not a little 
surprised at a sentiment expressed in an Address delivered 
before a religious association in the city of New York—and 
by an individual* whom I admire for his talents and esteem 
for his virtues. The substance of the sentiment alluded to 
above, is this—‘‘ Every minister of the gospel should be suf- 
ficiently versed in theology to defend and substantiate the 
doctrinal tenets of his particular creed.”? It is certainly 
matter of astonishment, that a man whose natural capacity 
and intellectual attainments have rendered him the pride of 
his country, should so far lose sight of common sense, as to 
utter such a preposterous idea. He completely confounds 
truth with error, making every doctrine right, and every doc- 
trine _wrong—For what else can we infer from his expres- 
sion? Nothing. ALi may be wrong-—but avt cannot be 
right; and those who are in error cannot possibly, by any 
correct criterion of reasoning, ** defend” themselves against 
the irresistable and overwhelming confutations of truth. Al- 
though this is only one of the innumerable instances of ab- 
surdity which we discover among the votaries of priestly in- 
fluence, yet it is the more strikingly extraordinary, when 
we consider the source from whence it originated. 

It is surprising that a community, so tenacious of their 
political rights as the people of the United States, will 
submit to be governed in their religion by an aristocracy of 
priests. There is no difference between a religious and po- 
litical aristocracy, except that one tyrannises over our bodies 
and temporal possessions, and the other over our consciences 
and eternal interests; and I am willing to let the reader de- 
cide which is likely to be productive of the most mischief. 
This state of,things will continue, while we hold out so ma- 
ny allurements and inducements to these ecclesiastical des- 
pots, to keep us in mental slavery. We have long contri- 
buted “to support that which oppresses us,’’ by rendering 
pecuniary aid to men under the influence of an avaricious 
spirit. This avaricioas spirit leaves * no stone unturned” 
td effect its unholy purposes; it holds up the mirror of des 
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eption to the eyes of the ignorant; it follows popularity 
with the devotedness of a spaniel; and it pursues industry 
into its most secret recesses. No object 1s too small for its 
attention, and no dissimulation too ignoble for its use. Evil 
causes will ever produce kindred effects: therefore, we may 
reasonably believe that the moral depravity which we behold 
in the world, is to be attributed to those pretended teachers 
of morality,—the power which propels the mighty machine 
of human actions. PEREGRINUS. 


Newtown, L. I. July, 1824. 
eS 
For the Reformer. 

The following circular was some time since sent abroad by 
the Vestry of the Episcopal Church in Canandaigua, N.Y. by 
means of which, I have been told, a considerable sum of mo- 
ney was actually collected. The publication of it may serve 
to show the “* benevolent and charitable’? for what purposes 
their money is so often solicited. 


“CIRCULAR. 

« 'T’o Christians generally, and to Episcopalians particu- 
larly, the Vestry of St. John’s Church, in Canandaigua, 
would humbly represent,— 

«That their pecuniary situation compels them, with the 
utmost reluctance, to solicit the benefactions of their brethren 
to save them from ruin and disgrace, and their society from 
dissolution. In the year 1816, we erected a church for the 
worship of God, organized a society, and established a cler- 
gyman. Providence appeared to smile on our efforts, and 
we proceeded, as we thought, prosperously. Our congre- 
gation was small, and but few among it able to make very 
heavy contributions. And yet, in summing up the expenses 
actually incurred, we find that up to the present time they 
exceed ¢wenty-two thousand dollars!!! Some apology for this 
enormous sum may be found in the high price of materials 
and labour, and some in our ignorance of the true state of 
our funds. Misfortunes and death have invaded our small 
society, and one after another of those most able and most 
willing to participate in our burthens, has been taken from 
us. Still we have struggled on, meeting our difficulties as 
well as we could, until we find our church advertised for sale 
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under the mortgage given for the purchase money of the lot 
on which it stands, and learn that we are indebted in the 
whole in the sum of five thousand dollars.* After the ex- 
ertions made for six years to build and sustain the church, 
at an expense of seventeen thousand dollars actually paid out,> 
we are exhausted, and any attempt to meet our debts from 
our own resources, would be entirely hopeless. An appeal 
has been made to the munificence of Trinity Church in New 
York, to relinguish fifteen hundred dollars loaned to us, 
which we trust and hope will be granted on the condition 
that all our debts are cancelled. And a last and desperate 
effort has been made by our congregation, and the sum of 
two thousand dollars has been engaged on the same condi- 
tion. We can do no more. We have already done injustice 
to our families and our creditors. Our only hope, next to a 
reliance on the great head of the church, is on the christian 
charity and Episcopal zeal of our brethren in New York and 
elsewhere, to raise our church from the dust, and to enable 
ws and our children to worship the God of our fathers in 
the mode which we deem primitive and sound. For this 
purpose we have empowered our excellent and worthy friend, 
the Rev. /’m Barlow, and lately our clergyman, to solicit 
contributions. We are all aware of the frequency of such 
applications; we know that much, very much, has already 
been done by the citizens of New York for the relief of 
country churches, and we are not ignorant of the heavy calls 
upon their generosity which are made at home. We feel 
and acknowledge it all—And yet such is the utter helpless- 
ness of our condition, that we have no other resources than 
an appeal to a charity often exercised, but we hope not ex- 
hausted. There are circumstances peculiar in our case; we 
have done something to help ourselves before we called up- 
on others, and we have delayed that call until dire and in- 
exorable necessity humbled us to make it. Our difficulties 
are the result of misfortunes beyond our control, and have 
not been produced by misconduct. The principles of the 
Episcdpal church, and we trust of pure and unadulterated 





* A sum amply sufficient to build a meeting-house for one 
thousand people! 

+ Enough to build commodious mecting-houses for five sucla 
congregations, 
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’ 


christianity, have taken deep root in this remote part of the 
State, and the continuance of the church here will add much 
to the means of expanding and diffusing them, while its de- 
struction will have a most deleterious influence on all future 
attempts of the kind. Our benefactors will thus contribute 
to the diffusion and maintenance of principles of the gospel 
in a country which is daily oe in population and 
strength; they will afford the means of religious instruction 
to a people who are in great need, and to their remotest 
posterity,* whose prayers and thanks will ascend to the 
throne of the Most High for those who have thus furnish- 
ed them with the bread of life and immortality.’ + 


That the reader may have a full view of the subject, I 
have thought ‘proper to annex to the above Circular a con- 
cise history of the organization, &c. of the Episcopal church 
in Canandaigua. The following are the facts, as I had them 
trom a respectable source: 

At a period when party politics ran very high, a very 
violent partisan, a Presbyterian, and perhaps a few others, 
partly for the sake of opposing some men of the opposite 
party, who were likewise Presbyterians, and partly for the 
sake of having something to RULE, set on foot the plan of 
raising a church in opposition to the Presbyterian, in which 
there was then a division on account of some particular doc- 
trinal points; and by taking the advantage of this state of 
things, and raising the cry of ‘ Unitarianism,”? many of the 
Presbyterian society and some of the members of that church 
were brought over to the “ Opposition”? They then com- 
menced building a mecting-house, at first appropriating, I 
believe, four or five thousand dollars for that purpose. But 
one or two of the principal managers, not being satisfied 
with the original plan, proposed one alteration after an- 
other, and one enlargement after another, till they had in- 
creased the expenditure as stated in the above Circular, and 
brought forth—what? a heathen temple! I must confess 
the building is better fitted for a temple erected to the god- 
dess of Fasuion, than for the worship of the true God in 





* Did the primitive christians talk of affording any such means 
of religious instruction? 


+ Is a splendid edifice the bread of life and immortality: 
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the manner directed by Him whose birth-place was a man. 
ger, and who said, ** the foxes have holes, and the fowls of 
the air have nests, but the Son of man hath not where to 
lay his head.” 

In the building of this edifice, no workmen were employ. 
ed except such as would purchase a pew; and when the 
pews were sold, an instrument was drawn so artfully as to 
make not only the pew itself, but the whole of the pur. 
chaser’s property holden for the rent of the pew as long as 
the church exists, which is equivalent to a perpetual mort- 
gage upon a man’s estate. It 1s said, that when this circum. 
stance became generally known and fe/t, some pone to 
get rid of it, sold their farms and left the place.* 

From the above statement, is it not evident that the Epis- 
copal church in Canandaigua was built upon corruption? 
And now the Vestry (eight of whom are among the most 
wealthy citizens of the village) have been humbly soliciting 


‘the aid of charity, to enable them, as they say, “to worship 


the God of their fathers in the mode which they deem primi- 
tive and sound;” which appears to be that God cannot be 
worshipped except in sumptuous palaces. Had they added 
to their “* humble petition”’ the following clause, would not 
the truth have been more correctly told? ‘ We engaged 
in this enterprise to oppose some of the leading men of the 
Presbyterian church, who are our political opponents, and 
to aggrandize ourselves; and should our church be sold, it 
would put us to shame; therefore, by assisting us, you will 
enable us to worship our Creator in the way that pleases us, 
(the only manner in which we will worship him.) It would 
be derogating from our dignity to worship God as did the 
primitive Christians, in a ‘private house, and we will not do 
it, although our society is small enough to be thus accom- 
modated.’’ The keenest reproofs of our Saviour were direct- 
ed against pompous religion; and we may as well attempt 
to mingle darkness with light as to connect show and parade 
with the religion of Jesus, who taught men to be meek and 
lowly, and to worship God ia spirit and in truth. 
SINCERITUS. 





-~ 





* A certain man, discovering the purport of the instrument, re- 
monstrated against it tothe principal manager, who replied,— 
** Keep still, or you will ruin us.” 
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SALE OF MEETING-HOUSES IN THIS CITY. 


‘¢ We understand,” says the United States Gazette, ‘* that the 
Baptist Meeting-house, in Sansom street, (Staughton’s) was sold 
‘at Sheriff’s sale,? on Monday evening last, [July 19] for “three 
thousand five hundred and fifty dollars.? The purchaser was 
John Welsh, Esq.” 

The erection of this building, a few years since, cost upwards 
of 30,000 dollars. The congregation have been ever since deep- 
ly involved in debt, and wholly unable to extricate themselves 
from their difficulties. So much for gratifying pride, and attempt- 
ing to vie with others whose abilities better accord with their 
ambition. ‘‘ Dr. Staughton,”’ the late incumbent, left the con- 
gregation some time ago, and went on to Washington City to 
preside over the Columbian College at that place,—erected 
through the persevering efforts of Luther Rice, so famed for col- 
lecting money. There is in this day a Meeting-house mania, as 
well as a Theological Seminary and Missionary mania, which 
drives people into very great extremes, and involves them in 
difficulties and disgrace. But, by the bye, some have lost pretty 
large sums by this business of pride. There are loans to this es- 
tablishment remaining of upwards of 20,000 dollars, whose own- 
ers can never expect to receive one farthing. 

A Presbyterian meeting-house in the north-western part of this 
city, erected a few years ago at an expense of 15 or 16,000 dol- 
tars, has also been sold within a few months for 1400 dollars; and 
again sold by the purchaser for about 2000 dollars. Meeting- 
houses, it appears, are becoming cheap im our city, although 
preaching continues very dear and commands a ready sale; 1500, 
2000, and 2500 dollars are the prices per annum at which it 4s 
bought. 

A few remarks more for the information of distant readers— 
There is so much wrangling, disputing, and disagreement, with 
respect to the building of most of the Meeting-houses in this 
place, that it is a question whether more harm and injury to re- 
ligion does not arise from them, than all the benefit they will 
ever be of to the cause of christianity or the morals of the com- 
munity. 

AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR MELIORATING THE 
CONDITION OF THE JEWS. 

A correspondent in the State of New York writ@s—‘‘ The 

Rev. Rabbi I. H. C. F. Frer* is still performing his daily la- 


bour of collecting money for the Jewish Society (and himself.) 
He boasts of tur rnovsanps he has already collected, and how 





* The writer adds in a note,—‘* How comes it that he is with- 
out a D. D. to the end of his titles and long name? Is he too 
parsimonious to purchase a diploma for hunself?”’ 
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great sums are still wanting to ‘ purchase land and to build a yrxx 
BARGE HOUSE.’ ” 

This purchasing of land has been talked of now a long time. 
It remains to be seen whether they will ever purchase any, or 
what will be done with the vast sums collected, and which have 
been vested in Bank Stock. 

Mn. Frey is indefatigable in his zeal for begging money and 
forming new auxiliary societies throughout every section of our 
country. He has lately returned from a tour to the Southern 
States; and the following is a list of his appointments to the 
northward, as published in the papers: 

** July 18, New Lebanon and Canaan, 19 Nassau, 20 Bloomin- 
grove, 21 Waterford, 22 Stillwater, 23 Easton, 25 Cambridge, 
26 Salem, 27 E. Granville and Granville, 28 Whitehall, 29 Sandy 
Hill and Glenn’s Falls, SO Moreau. 

** dugust 1, Argyle, 2 Greenwich and Saratoga, 3 Saratoga 
Springs, 4 Greenville, 5 Milton and Galway, 6 West Galway, 8 
Ballston, 9 Malta, 10 Charlton, 11 Amsterdam and Johnston, 12 
Kingsborough, 13 Little Falls and Herkimer, 15 Utica.” 


The American Eagle of July 19th, contains the following re- 
marks:— 

** Of all humbugs, or bite-bugs, that Jew bite humbug, the 
Meliorating Society in New York turns out to be the bigest bite 
of all bites. Yet after they have declared that they have now 
no use for the money already collected but tu buy bank stock 
with, there is perhaps no charity hook at which our Pastors can 
raake our ladies bite at quicker, and perhaps longer, than that, 
when it is baited by that catch of all catch-money humbugs, this 
Jew Society. And when our /adies grow rather dull at biting, 
and only nzbdle a little under the fishing of our clergy in the 
neighbouring towns, why then the Rey. Mr. Frey can be sent 
for, and then, forsooth, the /adies in all the towns he passes, as 
if loving to be caught, come to it fierce enough to take hook, 
bate, any thing, and all down. 

‘© Is it a principle in human nature that a certain class of wo- 
gen and maidens, particularly the old ones, love to get cheated 
better than ‘the men folks” ” 

The Editor of the American Eagle, and writer of the above, 
wag once a member of an Auxiliary Society to this Meliorating 
Association; and he appears to‘be pretty well satisfied with re- 
spect to the merits of the undertaking. What other new societies 
are yet to be formed to draw money from the people time must 
develope. 

The London Literary Gazette contains the following satire on 
the conversion mania that has seized a great portion of the world: 
‘© A capital of 20,000,000 pounds, is proposed for converting the 
Jews. It having been discovered that by the regular and tedious 
process of preaching and teaching, the conversion of every Jew 
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costs, upon an average, a thousand pounds, it is therefore: pro- 
posed to effect the object by purchasing, in future. An eminent 
israclite has agreed to contract for the conversion of two thou- 
sand at 430 pounds per head, including women and children, but 
threatens to raise his price unless immediately treated with.” 


. UNION OF CHURCHES. 
[From the Nutional Gazette of June 26. } 


Mr. Robertson has suggested in the British House of Commons, 
with reference to Ireland, the possibility of a union between the 
Catholic Church and the Church of England; and Dr. Doyle, 
Catholic Bishop of Kildare in Ireland, who has considerable re- 
putation as a learned theologian and eloquent writer, has address- 
ed a long letter to Mr. Robertson in which he dwells upon the 
practicability of such an union. He says, ‘that if Catholic and 
Protestant Divines, of learning, and a conciliatory character, were 
summoned by the Crown to ascertain the points of agreement 
and difference between the Churches, and that the result of their 
conferences were madé the basis of a project to be treated on 
between the heads of the Church of Rome and of England, the 
result might be more favourable than at present would be an- 
ticipated.”? He says further, that, on most of the points of dif- 
ference, which he enumerates, ‘* there is no essential difference 
between Catholics and Protestants; the existing diversity of 
opinion arises, in most cases, from certain forms of words which 
admit of satisfactory explanation, or from the ignorance or mis- 
conceptions which ancient prejudices and ill-will produce and 
strengthen, but which could be removed.” 


{This proposed union may make some of our Protestant readers 
stare—but with regard to real piety there would, perhaps, be 
very little loss or gain on either side.* The Catholic priests, 
should the union take place, will be better provided for,—and 
the measure is in perfect accordance with the principles of ama/l- 
gamation and the system of holy alliances now so much in vogue 
throughout christendom, preparing the way for the great gather- 
ing at Armageddon, or in other words, for the battle of thut great 
diy of God Almighty.—See Rev. xvi. 13, 14. 16.] e 





* A correspondent who sent us a copy of this proposition of 
Mr. Robertson, and the favourable countenance given to it by 
Bishop Doyle, has the following remarks: 


**It may be seen that the works of some of the most learned, 
and most Reverend, both laity and clergy, have a tendency to es- 
tablish the opinion held out in your publication,—viz. that the 
religion of the great bulk of the Protestant, as well as Popish, 
world, is nothing but ‘a shell,’—‘ nose of waz’ would perhaps be 
4 more appropriate term.” 


Q 
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CLERICAL SENTIMENTS EXHIBITED. 

The following is an extract from a Fourth of July Oration, by 
Hooper Cumming, a Doctor of Divinity, and Pastor of the Pres. 
byterian Church in Vandever street, New York, delivered before 
the Firemen of that city. 

‘*You are exempt, it is true, in consequence of your signal 
use.ulness in other respects, from sitting on a jury, and from en- 
roiling yourselves on the catalogue of the militia. Yet by your 
personal influence you may protect the purity of the laws. “And 
i doubt not, fora moment, should a hostile invader pollute our 
soil, you would cast away yout privilege, fall into the ranks, and 
spill your blood. Yes! and I will add, without arrogance or os- 
tentation, that I am ready, with a Bible in one hund, and a sword 
it the other, to be your chaplain.” 

if this pious priest had never been any thing else but a milita- 
“vy man, it would perhaps have been as well for him and the cause 
of christianity. It appears that a considerable part of this Oration 
vas stolen from an Eulogy, delivered at Newburyport, Jan. 2,1800, 
ae is given and published as his own. This is the third time he 
tas been charged with the same crime of literary theft. Buta 
clergyman who could avow himself so ready to hold the Bible in 
one hand and to wield a sword with the other, we should sup- 
pose capable of almost any thing. 

“THE BLACK BOOK.” 

We have, in this number, given further extracts from the 
above work, in which are strikingly portrayed the abuses and 
corruptions in the established Church of England. Such a mass 
of degeneracy needs the secular arm to uphold it; for there is 
nothing in the New Testament to give it any countenance. It 
's no wonder there are so many deists and infidels in England 
when such practices prevail in the name of Christianity, and 
among people who profess to be of the church of God. 

If persons possessing so much light and information as the 
people of England, y icld their assent to, and uphold such an or- 
der of thing's, what certainty can there be that similar abuses will 
not ukimately make their way into this country. The clergy on 
this side the water have the same desire for power, and the same 
hankering after emoluments as in England, and are equally ready 
to make application for legislative patronage—Witness the nu- 
merous petitions in these United States from them for acts of 
incorporation, grants of lotteries, &c. &c. <A late Providence 
LR [.) paper mentions a ‘* West Baptist Society’s Lottery” in 
that place. e 

What is most surprising of all, is, that such men should be 

ble to palm themselves on the community as the messengers 
Lad ministers of Jesus Christ. It is very certain that mankind 

-ill not become any better until they look to the example of 
Minrist and the Apostles, and follow the instructions which they 
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have given, instead of being led and governed by the example 
and doctrines of corrupt priests. And if people generally would 
cease anv more to buy their merchandise, or pay them for preach- 
ing, they would soon rid the world of a burden and christianity 
of a disgrace. 

The Gospel was never designed to be sold as merchandise, 
and to be dealt out only where it would command a good price. 
Answer for yourselves to this matter, Oh ye priests, who, like 
the false prophets of old, prophesy for pay and divine for money, 
and reflect whether you can hope to stand justified before Him 
who will judge the world in righteousness. It is indeed among 
the wonders of this day that men can be found, claiming to be 
the disciples of Christ, who will even give their consent to re- 
ceive 1, 2, and 3000 dollars per annum for preaching that Gos- 
pel which He has commanded to be preached freely. Yet these 
are the men who take the lead in all Bible, missionary, and other 
societies for promoting the religion of Jesus Christ in the world. 
How much better would they promote it if they would relinquish 
their enormous salaries and come under the influence of that re- 
ligion themselves, and thereby show to their fellow men that 
they believed in its divine authority, and that its precepts were 
strictly and universally to be obeyed. Till they Go this, all their 
talk about promoting the cause of the Redeemer is but an empty 
boast, and all their labours will prove useless and vain. 





REMARKS IN APPLICATION TO THE PRESENT AGE. 

If mankind in this day were as deeply mtverested and as much 
concerned to vo sustiy, love mercy, and wylk humbly with God, 
as they are to build fine meeting-houses, to pay well their priests, 
educate aspiring young men for the ministry, convert the Jews, 
and to send the gospel to the heathen thousands of miles off, 
what a blessed state of things would soon be witnessed throu gh- 
out christendom. But since professing christians have run into 
such zeal for these various schemes of the day, and, like the 
Pharisees of old, compass sea and land to make a proselyte, 
practical religion, integrity and honesty, have experienced a 
most rapid decay—or as the writer in the New Haven Pilot ex- 
presses it,—“ The multitude of self-created, holy societies, has 
caused true religion to disappear, just as the multitude of banks 
has caused silver and gold to disappear.”? The. whole of religion 
1s now made to consist in these works and doings—in engaging 
in, or contributing to, some or all the projects w hich have been 
gotup. Who, of any true religious knowledge and reflection, 
does not perceive that these pompous associations are not worl: 
ang the righteousness of God, but are only producing still greater 
degeneracy in the christian world. Facts are abundant to esta- 
blish this truth. Indeed there needs no other evidence to prove 
there is something wrong, either in the head or heart, than for a 
person to distinguish and signalize himself in these worldly and 
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fashionable schemes. Either actuated by vanity, or deluded by 
priests, he will find in this world or else in the next, that his zeal 
has been without knowledge, or without the operation of the spirit 
of God. 





MODERN RELIGION. 

The following extract of a letter from one of our westerp 
towns, will show that religion in this dav is made a stalking. 
horse to promote the temporal interest of others besides the 
clergy. : 

**'The clergy are not the only ones who make money by pro. 
essing to religion. The elders, trustees, and leaders in religious 
societies, come in for their share of gain by pretending to god. 
liness. [am now, Mr. Editor, a little upwards of three years in 
business. At my commencement I was repeatedly visited by two 
elders of a certain church, and one trustee. They repeatedly 
told me, saying, ‘now that you are commenced in business you 
must join some congregation—You will find it will add to your 
influence and increase your custom. You can attend divine ser- 
vice in the forenoon and your wife in the afternoon, and it will 
add to your interest.” 





Standing Armies. —A late Metz gazette states the amount of 
the military forces of Europe to be 2,500,000 men, including the 
sea and land forces. These cost annually 2,000,000,000 francs, 
while the entire territorial revenue of Europe does not amount 
to more than 1,800,000,000 francs. About the 80th part of the 
population of Europe is under arms,—and each inhabitant fur- 
nishes about 10 francs a year for the support of this mass of arm. 
ed men, and yet all are in profound peace. 





A religious controversy has been held in this city during the 
last month, between Mr. McCalla, a Presbyterian preacher from 
Kentucky, and A. Kneeland, Universalist preacher in Lombard 
street. The subject taken up was concerning the eternal punish- 
ment ef the wicked—the debate continued four days. 

Meeting-houses in this city.—Presbyterians have 13—Episcopa- 
lians 10—Baptists 8—Methodists 14—Friends 5—Roman Catho- 
lics 5—and other denominations 28—making 80 in the whole. 





*.* ©© Orion’? will be inserted in our next. The first commu- 
nication of ‘* Peregrinus’? has but lately come to hand; it was 
mailed at Baltimore. ‘*.2 Tennesseean” was received too late for 
this number. 
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